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Save the Children Save The Children (USA) 
Save the Children's unique self-help 
approach ro relief, recovery, and ongoing 
developmem has nunured the seeds of hope 
for millions of people. Save the C hild ren of 
rhe United States is a nonprofit, nonpoliti-
cal, nonsectarian organization working in 
more than 35 nations around the globe. 
More than 60 years of experience working 
hand- in- hand, shoulder-to-shoulder with 
families and communities at home and 
abroad has taught us that poverty need not 
be a life sen tence. 
One Child, Global Problems 
In nations around the world, Save the 
Children programs recognize that a child's 
health begins even before b irth. Health care 
act ivi t ies that target women and other 
caregivers, such as nutrition education, have 
the greatest success at the lowest cost. To-
day, 128 million children in the world have 
no school ro a ttend. Educatio n systems 
throughout the world and in the United 
States arc greatl y challenged. While their 
mothers work, millions of children are ei-
ther left unattended or are in situations of 
low-quality ch ildcare. Save the C hildren 
supports new approaches in child develop-
ment and basic education around the world. 
Poverty undermines the physical, so-
cial, intellectual and emotional development 
of ch ildren. A root cause is the lack of ad-
equate econom ic opportunities, wh ich 
would enable parents to provide fo r their 
children. C hild ren are typically the first and 
most vulnerable victims in emergencies. 
Save the C hildren is committed to helping 
victims cope with crises and begin the pro-
cess of recovery. Around the world, we co-
ordinate our relief activities with other in-
ternational agencies, in addition to st rength-
ening the national institutions that can carry 
our th is work. 
History 
Across t he United States and aro und 
the world , Save the Children has helped to 
weave a safety net fo r an ever-increasing 
number of children. To help European chil-
dren displaced during World War II , Save 
the C hildren provided clothes, milk, and 
food to children and helped communities 
rebuild in eight European countries. They 
also began working with Native Americans 
in 1948, when a devastating blizzard hit the 
Navajo Reservation in Arizona. 
In the late 1950s, Save the Children 
rook a leadersh ip role redefining interna-
tional developmenr and creating models for 
the effective transfer of appropriate technol-
ogy and ski lls in such areas as sustainable 
agriculture, small enterprise and health. Save 
the C hildren tested a new approach that 
addressed com munity wide needs, such as 
building roads and improving water sup-
plies, along wi th needs speci fi c to children 
in the Dominican Republic in 1972. T h is 
high im pact approach, which facil itated 
long-term improvemen ts in children's lives, 
was replicated around the world. Realizing 
the importance of providing quality 
childcare fo r ch ild ren, Save the Children 
launched the Family Day Care Net\vork in 
the state of Georgia in 1978 . Now serving 
7 ,400 children, the network has t rained 
more than 1,200 low-income fam ily day 
care providers and helped fami lies identify 
quality care. 
In 1985, Save the C hildren launched a 
major child survival init iative to help fam i-
lies provide berrer care for their ch ildren and 
to coord inate medical care, water resource 
developmem and sanitation improvements. 
Save the Children's health programs con-
tinue to center around child survival, ma-
ternal health care, and AIDS awareness, as 
well as nutrition, clean water and sanitation. 
Through the 1980s, Save the C hildren re-
sponded to the needs of children in crisis, 
as war and natural disasters caused incred-
ible suffering in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. Even in the most dire emergency, 
Save the Chi ldren demonstrated rhar its 
community development approach could be 
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combined with relief to encourage self-suf-
ficiency and ensure lasting change in the 
lives of children and their fami lies. 
Hidden Killers of Children 
Imagine being a chi ld and knowing 
that if you take the wrong step your legs 
could be blown off, or you could lose your 
life. T hat is the horrifying reality rhar hun-
dreds of children now face because of the 
existence of landmines. H ere are a few 
frightening statistics: 
• Landmines, left over from past con-
Aicts, have claimed more than one million 
victims since 1975 . 
• In Afghanistan and Angola, there is 
approximately one mine for every person, 
with a cost of up to $ 1,000 ro clear each 
mine. 
• In Cambodia, one in every 236 per-
sons is an amputee. 
• Angola has more than 70,000 ampu-
tees, many of rhem children. 
The numbers tell a tragic story of in-
discriminate destruction. Of the 350 kinds 
of ami-person nel m ines produced by 35 
nations, most are specifically designed to 
maim rather than kill. 
C hild ren in landmine-affected coun-
tries are especially vulnerable ro injury from 
conracr w ith these weapons. By nature cu-
rious and adventurous, they can easily mis-
take a landmine for a roy or a strange ob-
ject roo interesting not to investigate. Very 
young children without the abil ity to read 
the warning signs often wander into danger-
o us fields or play areas. Members of rheIn-
ternational Save the Children Alliance con-
from the horror of land m ines dai ly. Some 
children and families who participate in 
Save the C hildren programs arc already vic-
tims of landmines. International Save rhe 
C hildren Alliance members work to pro-
mote mine awareness, assisr landmine vic-
tims and support landmine clearance 
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Many children are at risk fo r landmine 
injury just by performing everyday chores 
such as gathering wood , tending livestock, 
and collecting water for their families. 
International Save t he C hild ren All i-
ance members also urge internarional policy 
makers to rar ify The Conven tio n on the 
Prohibition, Use, Stockpiling, Production 
and Transfer of Anti-Personnel M ines and 
UNICEF 
History 
Founded in 1946, UNICEF advocates 
a nd works for the protection of children's 
righ ts, to help the young meet their basic 
needs and ro expand their oppo rtuni ties to 
reach thei r fu ll potential. The UNICEF 
Executive Board reaffirmed this mandate in 
January 1996, when it adopted a statement 
on the miss ion of UNICE F saying that 
UNIC EF "is guided by the Convention on 
the Rights of the C hild and strives to estab-
lish children's rights as endu ring ethical 
principles and international standards of be-
havior towards children." 
UNICEF is the o nly organization of 
the United Nations dedicated exclusively to 
children. The organization works with other 
bodies, govern ments and non-governmen-
tal organizatio ns (NGOs) to ligh ten 
children's loads th rough community based 
services in primary health care, basic edu-
cation, and safe wa ter and sanitation in de-
veloping countries. 
Landmines, The Deadly Threat 
"Landmines have inAicted death and 
enormous pain and suffering on hundreds 
of thousands of children over the last sev-
eral decades. We must do everyrhing in o ur 
power to protect them from these deadly 
weapons," said Carol Bellamy, UNICEF 
executive d irecror. Of all the weapons that 
have accumulated over years of war, few are 
more persistent and more lethal to children 
on Their Destruction, also known as The 
Ottawa Treaty, by the year 2000. Endorsed 
by 122 countries, in December 1997, this 
treaty not only bans the production, use, 
and export of land mines and mandates the 
destructio n of stockpiles, it also requires 
countries to participate in mine clearance 
and victim-assistance programs. 
Contact Information 
Save the C hildren 
54 W ilton Road 
Westport, CT 06880 
USA 
Phone: (800) 243-5075 
Website: h ttp://www.saverhech ild ren.org 
unicefO 
United Nations Children 's Fund 
than land mines. Hundreds of rhousands of 
children , while herding animals, planting 
crops or jusr p laying, have been kill ed or 
maimed by these deadly weapo ns. In 68 
countries around the world there are an es-
timated 115 million landmines still lodged 
in the ground waiting to explode. Once 
p lanted, they remain active for decades. 
Another I 00 million are believed to be 
srockpiled and ready fo r use. 
In additio n to enormous pain and suf-
fering, land mines bring li ngering economic 
and social costs. They render agricultural 
land unusable, endanger the safe return of 
refugees and impede posr-conA icr recon-
struction and development. The indiscrimi-
nate use of anti-personnel landmines is a 
Aagrant violatio n of both international hu-
man rights law, including the Convention 
on the Righ rs of the C hild , and of interna-
tional humanirarian law. El iminat ing all 
anri-personnel landmines is a humanitarian 
imperative. 
Landmine Facts 
Of the more than 2,000 people killed 
or injured by land mines every mo nth, 30 to 
40 percent are children. There is o ne mine 
for every 12 children in the world . Mines 
cost about $3 each to manufacture but up 
to $1,000 each to clear. Medical care, pros-
thetics and rehabilitation for each person in-
jured by a landmine cost $3,500 to $5,000. 
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Principles for Action, The Convention 
on the Rights of the C hild: UNICEF's deep 
commitment to el iminating landmines is 
gu ided and legitimized by many of the ar-
ticles of rhe Conven tion on the Rights of the 
C hild, in particular the following: 
• Article 6 requires Stares Parries to 
ensure "to the maximum extent possible rhe 
survival and, development of the child." 
• Article 23 recognizes rhe special needs 
of disabled children for access to health care, 
ed ucation, training, rehabilitation, prepara-
tion for employment and recreation oppor-
tunities in order to achieve the greates t de-
gree of self-reliance and social integration. 
• Article 38 requ ires Stares Parries to 
ensu re the protection and care of children 
who are affecred by armed conAicr as de-
scribed in relevant in ternational humanitar-
ian law. 
• Article 39 obliges Stares Parries to 
promote the physical and psychological re-
covery and social reintegration of child vic-
tims of armed conAicr. 
An Integrated Strategy 
Recognizing the need for borh curative 
and preventive action, UNICEF supports 
rhe fo llowing integrated strategy: 
Promoting a Ban on landmines 
UNICEF supports the In ternational 
Campaign to Ban Landmines (lCBL), a 
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